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As one of my fellow Master Gardeners likes to S3Y, "Plant choice matters ... When we dedde what to 

keep, what to discard and what to add in our yards and gardens. we face a diuying array of 

choices. Fortunately. for those of us living in Virginia, there's a mobile app th.at can help us choose 

wisely. 

The Floro of Virgiriio app puts at your fingen:ips the vast resources of the Flora of Virginia Project. In 

2012.. this nonprofit organization made botanical history when it published the 1,600-page Floro of 

Virginia, a comprehensive manual of 3,164 plant species native to or naturalized in the 

Commonwealth. Produced in collaboration with the Division of Natural Heritage in the state's 

Department of Conservation and Recreation. it is the long-awaited update of ::he last compendium 

of its kind, published in 1762. 

The term "flora" refers to both the plant life of a region and a book that deSCll'ibes it. The previous 

Floro was largely the work of Colonial-era naturalist John Clayton. who served as the longtime clerk 

of Gloucester Counry and was described as the "the most eminent botanist and flowerist on the 

continent" at the ::ime of his death in 1 n3. Publ ished in Holland and written in Lati n, the 1762 

edition of his flora Virginico contained only one image, a map of Virginia. The new Floro, written by J. 

Christopher Ludwig.John F. Townsend. Gary P. Fleming and Alan S. Weakley, is richly illustrated with 

1,400 pen4and-ink drawings-most by noted Charlottesville botanical artist Lara Call Gastinger. 

Weighing seven pounds, the print edition of the new Floro makes an unwieldy field guide. So, even 

before the book was published, the Flora of Virginia Project began working o,n a mobile app. Firs:: 

rolled out in 2017, it costs S19.99 and offers such helpful futures as a plant bro,vser. where I 

recently searched for more information on the Pagoda Dogwood {Cornus ofrernijolio). I had seen the 

understory tree in flower whil� visiting a botanical garden in Williamsbur,g.
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The app told me, for example, that the Pagoda Dogwood (aka Alternate-leaf Dogwood) is one of 

nine members of the genus Cornus in Virginia, including our more familiar Aowering Dog\vood 

(Cornus florida). The Pagoda's common name m�ht suggest it was introduced from abroad. but the 

app revealed ii: is native to much of the state, particularly cooler upland areas such as Albemarle, 

Greene. and Nelson Counties.

For all such plants in it s  database, the app provides a set of images, a range map showing if and 

where it is native in the state, and a detailed description that includes hot links to definitions of 

relevant botanical terms. There·s even a handy ruler on the side (in centimeters. about 2.5 to an 

inch} ior measuring stems. leaves and flowers i:o help with plant identification.

Gardeners will find the Flora app a go-::o resource for better understanding what they have in their 

yards and for making informed selKtions when adding new plants to their landscapes. In addition

to looking up whether a plant is native in or near a particular county, we can see what conditions it 

needs ::o thrive (we:: or dry, sun or shade) and how it will fit in visually and hoirticulturally with its 

neighbors. In short, the app helps us not only to choose the right plant for the right place but also 

to make plan:: chokes that will protect and restore natural habitats. 

�People need information and data to make de,cisions," said Jennifer Norwood, executive director of 

the Flora of Virginia Project, headquartered in Richmond. "More than 80 percent of the land in 

Virginia is privately held, so decisions about conservation, habitat restoration and climate change 

mitigation all need to happen at the private landowner level. The more we can get information into 

private landowners· hands, the better." 
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for accurately identjfying plants, whether in a public garden or the backwoods. having Fforo on your 

phone can be a valuable complement to plant ID apps that use image recogn-rtion technology, such 

as Picture This and iNaturalis�. For one thing. users don't have to worry about whether a cellphone 

tower is within range. The F.'ora app. once downloaded, does not depend on a phone signal or a 

wireless network. 
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For making good decisions for your plot of land , whatever the sfze, information is your friend. The 

Ftora app gives you access to a huge and helpful boun::y of it.. To obtain the app (for iOS or Android} 

and the 1,600-page hardcopy Flora, and to learn how you can support the work of the nonprofit 

Foundation of.he Flora of Virginia Project, visit :ioraofV'rgin!a erg. 
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